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Setting 

• Highly competitive university selection exam
• Students geared to cramming type studying 
• Additional coaching in tuition classes – exam oriented 
• Majority study in their native language 
• English proficiency is relatively low 
• Medical courses are taught in English at university



Setting
2016 A/L – 160517 qualified for entry 

19.10% has gained entry
25876 qualified for entry in biological sciences 
27.18 % have entered (Approx 7000) 

UGC, Sri Lanka 
handbook, 2018



Use of literature and evidence based 
medicine

http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/ebmed-2016-110401Gillam, M., et al (2009) 



Background + Need = Problems? 

• These maybe true for international students and students for whom 
English is a second language – globally 



Problems
• Difficulty in adjusting to self – directed learning
• Responsibility of learning 
• Expect content from lectures
• Low use of scientific literature
• Lack of critical evaluation of scientific text
• Difficulty in creating “life long learners” 
• Reliance on sources such as Wikipedia for information
• Other psycho-social issues



Guided reading of scientific articles 



Medical course at Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
• 5 years of study
• 4 streams of study 
• Microbiology – together with parasitology = 2 modules called 

“infection” (6 credits in total)
• Year 2 Semester 2 = Infection 01
• Year 3 Semester 2 = Infection 02 
• Teaching learning activities – lectures, small group discussions, 

practicals, student seminars



Highlight the importance of referring to 
academic literature



Highlight the importance of referring to 
academic literature

• Information change over time 
• Need to update information
• Awareness about developments in academic publishing
• Need to critique even scientific literature



Small group discussions

• Article given to students 
• Questions posted 
• Facilitators discuss the questions
• During class – random subgroups
• Common answers  



Y2S2
• Aetiological agents and diagnosis of childhood diarrhoea





Y3S2
• Emerging and reemerging infectious diseases



Student seminar 

• Students allocated to a facilitator
• Facilitator selects a case report
• Students meet with the facilitator at two time tabled sessions
• Evaluate the case report in the CARE guidelines (earlier – critique)
• Predatory journal awareness, publication ethics







Student Feedback
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Future



Future? 
• Re-phrase objectives of activities 
• More Departments need to introduce 
• Move to an online environment – more one to one feedback
• Emphasize more – on the need to refer to scientific literature in a 

background of rapid information turnover

“Critical pedagogy affords students the opportunity to read, write, 
and learn for themselves--to engage in a culture of questioning that 
demands far more competence than rote learning and the 
application of acquired skills”
Giroux, 2010



THANK YOU!
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